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TI -99ers In The '90s 



Classic Computer Column 
by Barry Trover 

This month's column may be both 
untypical and controversial, but it 
addresses a subject that many TI user 



groups are finding it important and 
necessary to address, whether they 
want to or not. It's the matter of the 
connection (or disconnection) of the 
TI with the IBM (or PC clone) world. 
Back in the June 1990 issue of 



Computer Monthly (that's right, over 

a year ago)* my column dealt with "a 
number of TI/IBM connections, par- 
ticularly those made possible by Mike 
Dodd's PC-Thinsfer and PC-Thuisfer 
Utilities." Mike's programs allow the 



HK COMPUTER SYSTEMS MC 

3959 BELTUNE R0. TIHMS: UPSCOD, CHECKS, MCAfc *«0 MWWIM FRBQHT 

ftD0B0N,TX. 75244 WttRANTY: *LL KTO WWWrHES APPLY 

214-392-1852 (FAX 214-385-9044) RETURNS FOLLOW ENCLOSED RMfl PROCEDURES 



COfTlPUTER fTlDTHERBOflRDS 



TYPE SPEED BIOS 

286 12MHZ AM 
296 20MHZ AMI 
386SX 16MZ AM 
386SX20MHZ AMI 
386 25MHZ AMI 
386 33/CACHE AMI 
386 40/CAOC AMI 
486 25MHZ AM 
486_33MHZAM 

:ompuTER ci 



TYPE CHPSIT SLOTS SEE PRICE 



DTOW 
DRAM 
Sft*4 
SWM 

SMM 
SWM 
SMM 
SWM 
SMI 



OR- XT SEE, AT STYLE - *35 
CDT-MMdS<TOPW/PS- $79 
CMT-MN TWR CASE W/PS- $79 
CTCH 3/4 UGH TWR W/PS- $ 1 19 
CTF - FULL TOWER l^/PS - %\3 B\ 

imory expansioi 



129- XT576KRAMCARD-$: 
MEM0AT-SUN2hEGEMS- $59, 
MAT- AT 16 MEG EMS CARD -$39 



^ w uv^y^KW^ -V -*♦* *^***^<>V * 4KMw>u < 



I/O CRRI 



3TO2- AT/XT SOV1 PCflT- % 13 
FW-PARAL PRNTPORT— $5 
XTW-XTSEHAU PARALLEL 

GAME. aOOC/CAL - #33 
ATO-flT2SEWAL PAftAUEL* 

6 0AME PORTS <t8 

4 PORT SERIAL CARD 

SER4D- 4 PORT SERIAL FOR DOS 
APPUCATWMS - W/4 PORT S88 

SER4U- 4 PORT SEMAL FOR 
UNK/XEMX SYSTEMS - »119 



1164- FROM - $025 
4125fi-150NS-tO89 
4125*-**S- $1.40 

4464-flONS- $1-95 
44256-MNS- $3.30 
»«-«*$- fc50 

ORKfttfLGM/AT 12* 
PWY-BACK DRAM - $22* 



amm &sipp 



1KE@K9eOHS 



rji\*\u 



27*4 — $1.65 

27256 — $2U» 

ALSZESp SPEEDS -OCAP 



■^ssr 



CO-PROC 



9097-2 - $39 
8Q2S>-3 - 

90297-10- 
90397-38 - $213 



NTO. 

UMC 

CAT 

C&T 

OPTI 

op-n 
opn 

OPT! 
OPT! 



$99 

$109 

$219 

$249 
$349 
$465 
$535 
$749 
$999 



POWER SUPPLIES 

PSXT-IMU-XTSZE- *37 
PSST- 200 W, XT SCE - $47 
PSAT-220W-ATSJ2E- $35 
PSM>- 200 W, MM TOWER- $55 

PSFT-230 | ^ | FULLTj 

YB0RRD5 

K109- 101 KV6.CUCK FEEL 

FREETE#LATES — $39, 
KEY101 - KEYTROWCS 101 -$49 1 



. *mY^ wwvrt - ^"* - ■*" »vfcTiww«fc «a ..v^r ^i- 



VIDEO CRROS 

037- OAK UOA 800 X ^00 
UOA C*U>W/25fiK $47 

067- OAK 1024 X768 UGA W 
512KRAM -NON-INTERLACED 
U/SOFTWAREDWUERS — $73 

890O- TODEMT 1024X769 
U/1MEG. NW-iflERLACXD 
W/DRWERS ^^ 

19 



MOP- MCWOCHFH** 

upgrrje Roms 

90S ROMS FOR All Q9> SETS. 
«m, ULflL C&T, SUNT AW2) 

BMPCUP««R0M-$19 
6MATUP9RACCR0M-$29 



KEWOWD ROMS- 
XT UPGWDE ROMS 



t15 



ii in; :; :n ; ;» 



LEttMOGHEXT * $59 

UEaORIPCB0f»-$49 

C0**GDESOT£80ee itf 

PACKARD 6BX XT 

SANVO MBC 550 BRD - 

ttJtotiXTBWPD 

DTK )CT U/64CK — - »9 
LASER XT BOHR) M0K-$39 
ARCXTMOTHEPBOARD- 
SAMSUMXT W/640K- 
AT&T6300 $79 



UP 296 M>TW»0APD - «9 
HUNDAi 296 BOARD — $119 
DTK 296- 10 0(0 MEMI - $49 

UMBVS296-1064CJ(-$89 
ALA 296 MOTWRBOfflD - *» 

TANDY 3000 90AAD~$129 
WYSE 296-10 U/312-t109 

HUNDAI 386SX BOARD -ll 95 

CALX FOR MORE 



WORKS 



001- AROCTCARD -$49 
003- ETHERNET CARD- $99 
AS- PORT ACT1UE HUB - $109 

P4- 4 PORT PASSWE HUB - $8 
■COAX - COMNEaORS - NETWARE 



FDC- XTFV0PPY2DWUE---$9 
FDO0- XT FLOPPY CTRL WrfH 

ALL I/O PORTS— *M 
PAN- rt-OENSITY FLOPPY 

CONmOLLERFORArS- $17 

156- HH5ENSJTY 4R0PPY 

CONTROLLER FOR AT/XT -$33 



GO*- XTMFMHDCONTR. $44 
27X- XTftL HDCONTR- $49 
ATM- ATHD/FD1MC0NTR$59 
| SR4-AT2H0/4FDRUL1=1 JKg 

12F- ULTRASTOfCESOl ID/3FD 

HhPERF CONTR. — $15g 

3290- DTCSCSIHD/FD- $135 

DE- DE M>/FD CONTR. $19 

HRRD DRIVES 



157A- 49MEQ ©E 35" - $169 

251-1 40«0MFM - $219 

1102- 99ME6IDE- $295 

OTHER DRIVES 

WD44»C6K*$159 
WD84ME6IDE-$275 

LAR6E SEL£CT»N - CAU. 



*ll\VL^ 



360K-MW0RBHWOS-M9 

1J«6- O«0H -*59 

\A**S - CHWON - »55 

BMPCJH36«-*« 



POWER SUPPLY 



HT4T6300 

COHWKStPRO 

StHSUMXT 

09COHXT 



PMCMRDKaaOfi — #79 
CALL FOP MORE 



II I 



BM MONO MONITORS - $39 

R4A BAORDS - $59 

*CCXTSYSTD4S-$H9 

MBS T UI 1 W LS - $49 

ftfl 396 CASES- $45 

COWM PORTttLES - $169 

SPERRV MQMQ**** CARD- $4 

PRNrtRP<«TS-$4 

ZUOER EMS CARDS -$29 

BMKTSTA£CASE-^ 

NCR KEYBOARDS $29 



EmniciRnsRioa 



diskette: CONTANS aOCK 

STTTHS PROGRAMS FOR MOST 
MJLTFUNCHON ADD-ON CARDS. 

ERROR CODES-JS 

DtSKETTEOFBM ERROR, 

BEEP, & DIAGNOSTIC COOES 

^FORMATION & ERROR COOES. 

TAPE BACK-UP $10 

COLLECTION OF TAPE BACK-UP 

SOFTWtWE TO TEST & RUN TAPE 

BACK-UP SYSTEMS. 

FORMAT PRO.- $ 1 

COLLECTION OF HARD OflWE 
FOfiMATUG & TEST UTIS, 
K,SCaE$OlMFH&RLL 

SETUP UTILS $S 

courcTKiN of at srr-yp 

UTliTES FOR BOARDS 
NOT HAUNG SET-UP M ROM. 
NCLUOES AWARD & PHOOOL 

EMS DRIVERS- $8 

IOFEMSDRNERSF0R 
AT MOTHERBOR05. NOJLJDCSS?, 
|SUNTAC» NTEU UL9 C* SETS. 

UQA DRIVERS- $ 1 

UGA CARD DOMES MCUUNG 

UHKfWS 3JD FOR MOST Wfi 

d»S, PfftAOGt; TSENG. OAC 

REALTEKTmBENT. ffc 

MOUSE DRIVERS $ 9 

ORWERS FOR MOST Mtt 

hffC SOFTWARE $8 

COLLECTION OF SOFTWARE FOR 

MANY MJLTOJNCTON CARDS. 

EUREX. A£T. C3TL TECMAR. 

cuomsrt, TAJIK ETC 



IXTMOT>GeOAnDW256K- 
XT MOTWRBOARD W/640T- $89 
ATM0THE»0ARD512K-$1» 
04PCQOE- $» 
nM)CTCftSE-$49 
PC/XT KEWARD- $25 
PC6MWATTPWR3UP-$: 
>ai30WATTPWSUP- 

COLOR CARD-CO 

FLOPPY C0N1R0UA- $10 

SEFML0RPfWTEftFWT-$5 



i ;i ri 



UEaORCRSE 

CO*ttO DEOTU - 

PAaun>eaiCASE-$59 

CALL FOR MORE 



transfer of various types of files, in- 
cluding text files, Microsoft Multiplan 
SYLK files, DIS/FIX 128 files (e.g., 
GIF and RLE pictures), and files with 
or without a Paul Charlton XMO- 
DEM TIFILES header between an 
IBM disk and a TI disk The tone was 
upbeat and positive as I dealt with 
these and other TI/IBM connections 
(e.g., the porting over of many public 
domain IBM graphics to the TI world 
by Ron Woloott in his TI Print Shop 
or TIPS" project). 

Although I still see the TI/IBM 
relationship as a positive one, many 
Tiers today seem to be fearful of a 
TI/IBM "disconnection." That is, they 
see 'Big Blue* as a possible threat to 
the continued existence of the TI and 
TI user groups. In some cases, that 
fear may perhaps be justified (e.g., 
some believe that the TI was over* 
whelmed by IBM when the Rochelle, 
New Jersey fair, earlier known as TI- 
COFF, was renamed Family Com- 
puter Exposition, attempting to 
attract a broader audience), but I con- 
tinue to believe that the relationship 
can be mutually beneflcial if handled 
property. 

Thxe, allowing an IBM "takeover" 
of TI user groups will certainly not 
help TI-99/4A owners, but I also think 
that ignoring the &ct that many (or, in 
some TI user groups, most) Tiers 
have regular access to a PC at home 
or at work can be harmful as well to 
our continued survival. In my opinion, 
we ought to do more exploration of 
the ways in which the TI and the IBM 
can work together as friends, rather 
than being regarded as simply ene- 
mies. 

INCREASING USE OF THE 
PC AMONG TIERS? 

There appears to be increasing 
evidence that more and more Tiers do 
have regular access to a PC As presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia Area 11 Us- 
ers Group, I did an informal survey of 
the members present at our last user 
group meeting. Three bets emerged: 
(1) most of those present had access 
to a PC at home or at work, (2) they 
bad no intention of abandoning their 
71 (in bet, some volunteered com- 
ments about their relative dislike of 
the IBM)* and (3) some seemed 
apologetieor embarrassed about their 

association with a PC 

I admit that the last "feet" may be 

a somewhat subjective impression on 
my pan, but I do know a number of 
Tiers who are consciously avoiding 
letting it be publidy known that they 
also own a PC Since some of these 
are leaders in the TI community, it 
may be that they are afraid of being 
considered "disloyal," if the fects be 
known. Or it may be that they are 
afraid that such information may not 

SEE PAGE 03 *» 
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sorted. Several differen^r£p£>rts are 
available that provide the kind of in- 
formation needed to effectively man- 
age an exchange program. 

On-screen help is provided for vir- 
tually every screen, and a tutorial-like 
help section is provided without ever 
leaving the program," 

In short, it's a rather comprehens- 
ive utility, as you can see! Equally 
full-featured and sophisticated is 
Bill's Membership Manager, which 
offers automated tracking and record 

keeping for your computer user 
group membership. Since I believe 
that TI user groups are crucial to the 
continued surviving and thriving of 
the TI community, I am very happy 
that Bill has made these programs 
available to make life much easier for 
the officers of such groups. If you arc 
looking for a good way to keep track 
of membership or of newsletter ex- 
changes for your user group, I en- 
courage you to check out TI-Base 
and these excellent TI-Base applica- 
tions by Bfll Gasldll! 

Page Pro Products & 
Productivity 

If TI-Base seems to be the most 
popular TI database management 
program at the present time, then Ed 
Johnson's Page Pro 99 seems to be 
the most popular TI desktop publish- 
ing program around. The popularity 
of both can be seen in the support 
each has received. Rather than at- 
tempt to squeeze all the information 
here about Asgard products related 
to Page Pro 99, I'm going to recom- 
mend that you send a postcard to As- 
gard Software (P.O. Box 10306, 
Rockville, MD 20849), requesting 
their 12-page 1991 Asgard Software 
Page Pro 99 catalog. (Even if you 
have Asgard's Fall 1990 general soft- 
ware catalog, you should order this 
one, because it contains at least seven 
products not listed earlier in the gen- 
eral fall catalog.) 

Who needs Page Pro 99 or related 
programs? Anyone who is interested 
in making banners, posters, certifi- 
cates, calendars, business or school 
forms, labels, classroom displays, 
tests, greeting cards, advertisements, 
newsletters, letterheads, stationery, 
booklets, flyers, tickets, letters, or 
anything else you can think of that in- 
volves putting text and/or graphics on 
a piece of paper! 

So send a postcard to Asgard 
Software, or phone Asgard's owner, 
Chris Bobbitt, at 703/255-3085, or 
contact him on CompuServe (72561, 
3241), Delphi (C BOBBITT), or 
GEnie (CBOBBlft). Chris, by the 

way, is the author of a useful new 
program. Page Pro Banner Maker 99. 
(Chris also assisted Ed in the writing 
of Page Pro 99.) Yes, I know, there 

are many other banner programs 
around, but Chris believes that "Page 
Pro Banner Maker is the best banner 
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program for the TI-99/4A and the 
My arc Geneve 9640— period/ In 
suppasrt of that statement, he pres- 
ents some persuasive arguments. 

Many banner programs (as you 
probably well know) tend to produce 
banners with text and pictures that 
are h blocky and crude/ but this new 
program-supported by a rapidly 
growing library of Page Pro pictures 
and Page Pro Headline fonts— seeks 
to move beyond that. Page Pro Ban- 
ner Maker is flexible, friendly and 
fast But that's not all There are yet 
more reasons why this program is 
more powerful than its forerunners. 
Let me let Chris present his own 



case. 
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Page Pro Banner Maker "allows 
you to enter up to 280 letters and 32 
pictures in a single banner—where 
the pictures and the letters can be in- 
terspersed in virtually anyway im- 
aginable. You can also create and 
save banners, and then edit and re- 
use them later— something lacking in 
other banner makers. „.[T|he Ban- 
ner Editor gives you a clear on- 
screen representation of how your 
banner will turn out—eliminating 
guesswork.... [The program] has 80- 
column support; it works with a hard 
drive; it has an easy-to-use interface 
that allows you to select pictures and 
fonts direct from catalog listings, 
etc.* 

The cost for Page Pro Banner 
Maker (including 16-page manual, a 
program and an example disk with 

seven fonts and nine pictures, and a 
reference sheet for the artwork) is 
$12.95 plus $2,50 shipping and han- 
dling. If you make use of banners, I 
recommend that you try this pro* 
gram. 

In addition to commercial pro- 
grams published by Asgard, Page Pro 
99 has received fairware support as 
well. Let me mention a few products 
and addresses. Ed Johnson (399 S. 
Lexington Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105) 
has released TIPS2PP (converts 
TIPS pictures to Page Pro 99 format) 
and Page Pro Font Editor (creates 
new Page Pro fonts). Paul 
Scheideroantle (2762 Lovington, 

Troy, MI 48083) has made available a 
Page Pro Picture Cataloger (creates 
catalog of Page Pro pictures). Bill 
Gaskiil (address given earlier) has 
come out with a Page Pro Edi- 
tor/Formatter (helpful, according to 
Chris Bobbitt, in generating text for 
newsletters). And Chris Bobbitt 
himself has released Medical Clipart, 
"an extensive collection... useful for 
physicians and students.* (Inciden- 
tally, this information on fairware 
products itself comes from a helpful 
"Page Pro Productivity Chart pro- 
duced by Chris.) 

More Asgard News 

I haven't seen the actual program 
yet, but I understand that Joe 
Delekto's Screen Preview program is 
now available (including disk and 12- 



page manual) from Asgard Software 
for $12.95 plus $2.50 shipping. From 
the description, it sounds a bit like 
Harry Wilhelm's Paper Saver pro* 
gram (in that it allows you to see on 
the screen in miniature what your 
formatted printout will look like), but 
Asgard's Screen Preview sounds 
more powerful (in that Asgard's pro- 
gram actually allows you to make 
changes in the tact while running the 
program). 

Screen Preview is a replacement 
for the Tl-Writer formatter (it sup- 
ports most but not all Tl-Writer 
formatter commands) and runs from 
the Tl-Writer Utility option (or any 
equivalent). Here's bow Asgard de- 
scribes the program; This program.- 
will format your text file, with embed- 
ded Tl-writer formatter commands, 
to the screen in a miniature format. 
,..[Y]ou can view an entire page at a 
glance, cheeking margins, page 
breaks and other formatting. Lf you 
see an error, you can point to the line 
that needs correction and change the 
text on the fly. Finally, when the 
page is done to your satisfaction, 
press a key and it's printed on your 
printer, and you can move on to the 
next." 

According to Asgard, Screen Pre- 
view not only works with standard 
(loppy disks, but "is also compatible 
with hard drive systems and most 
RAM-disks." If (like many people) 
you use your computer mostly for 
word processing, you could find this 
product to be very helpful, Iplan on 
giving it a tiy myself, 

A while back, Asgard released 
two programs that I do not believe 
received the attention they deserved: 
Harry WUbelm's EZ-Keys Plus and 
Charles Earl's Batch Itl (I hope to 
deal with both in a future column to 
try to rectify that deficiency.) I am 
happy to observe that A*g*rd has just 
Released Batch M 24), jvhich is an ex- 
pensive upgrade to the original Batch 
It!. Batch It? does for EA5 programs 
in a sense what EZ-Keys does for XB 
programs: it allows you to create 
programs that run behind and inter- 
act with other programs. 

That is a powerful ability, but to 
explain it would take more space 
than I have for this month. Let me 
be content to mention that Batch It) 
2.0 is now available from Asgard for 
$17.95 plus S & H (or, if you have the 
earlier version, you can upgrade it by 
lending your original disk plus 
$5.00). Asgard has also announced 
that version 1.1 of YAPP ("Yet An- 
other Paint Program," but this one is 
for those with 80-column cards) is 
Available for $29.95 plus S & H. Or, if 
you already have YAPP, you can get 
the upgrade by sending your original 
disk plus $4,00; include an additional 
$3.00 for a disk of YAPP format pic- 
tures and TI-Artist fonts. 

If you don't have an 80-column 
card yet, you'll be glad to hear that 
Asgard has decided to go ahead with 
its EGI ("Enhanced Graphics Inter- 



face") project. Write or phone As- 
gard for further information. 

Also, I should mention that ver- 
sion 1.01 of Jim Reiss' popular Fix 
Pro utility is now available ($14.95 
plus S & H, or original disk plus 
$3.00 for upgrade; include additional 
$3.00 for two disks full of sample 
MacPaint pictures in archived for- 
mat). 

Ticoff Report 

On Saturday, March 9, 1 attended 
the "Family Computer Exposition 
and Ham Radio Festival" (a.k.a. 
TICOFFin earlier years) at Roselie 
Park High School, Roselie Park, New 
Jersey. As the name change indi- 
cates, the event is no longer re- 
stricted to Tiers. But I still enjoyed 
myself, especially meeting old friends 
face-to-face and making new ones, 
which is to me often the best part of 
any gathering of Tiers. 

TI vendors personalty represented 
included Asgard Software (repre- 
sented by Bill Reiss, author of Tour- 
nament Solitaire and brother of Jim 
Reiss, author of Pix Fro and other 
fine Asgard programs), Colonial 
Software (15 Wyda Court, Colonia, 
NJ 07067-1918; phone: 908/815-1279; 
a source of fairware and public do- 
main software for the TI-99/4A and 
MYARC 9640), and Rave 99 (John 
McDevitt, 112 Rambling Road, Ver- 
non, CT 06066; phone 203/871-7824; 
maker of several models of a new pe- 
ripheral expansion box for the TI- 
99/4A and/or MYARC 9640). Also, 
although I did not get to talk with 
him myself, Joe Ross (author of 
cSHELL 99, which looks like a great 
program) was also present. 

There were lots of bargains 

around (can you believe an cnipty 
used PEB for $157). Joe Ross (119 
Knollwood Terrace, Clifton, NJ 
07012) was selling his CSHELL99 (a 
interesting program that I somehow 
hadn't re ally come across before, al- 
though it looks good enough that I 
may comment on it further in a fu- 
ture issue) for only $20 (usual price 
$30). You could purchase the Jatest 
copy of MrCRQpendium or Com- 
puter Monthly for only $1 each, or 
get a copy free if you wanted to sign 
up for a subscription. 

Out of town TI "celebrities" pres- 
ent that I especially enjoyed talking 
with included Mike Wright (who 
came all the way from New Hamp- 
shire) and Harry Wilhclm (author of 
The Missing Link, EZ-Keys Plus, 
etc.). I also got to meet (for the first 
time, I believe) Ed Machonis, 
founder of the QB-99ers and author 
of many popular label printing pro- 
grams (e.g., MAC-LABELS, which 
was recently printed in MICROpcn- 
dium). Ed, by the way, was one of 
the speakers at the gathering. He was 
introduced to me by Andy Becker, 
author of the PEEKG routine in- 

SEE PAGE 70 » 
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Classic Computer Column 
by Gary A, Edwards 

Feature: Computer Talk 

The hot topic of conversation for 
Commodore users these days is how 
to transfer files between the Commo- 
dore 64 or 128 to an MS- DOS PC. 
Although all computers are funda- 
mentally similar in how they work, 
different brands offer different ad- 
vantages. A lot of users who buy an 
IBM compatible computer also hang 
on to their Commodore. 

A Commodore 64/128 has many 
benefits. It has a superior sound 
chip, color, sprite capabilities and the 
ability to use an ordinary television 
set. Many computer users turn on 
their Commodores for relaxation and 
variety after a long day of staring at a 
monochrome screen filled with 
words or numbers. 

Pioneer Commodore users have 
millions of bytes of text files stored 
on their 1541 formatted floppy disks. 
On the surface it seems simple to 
transfer old text files from a C 64/128 
to an IBM compatible PC. This sim- 
ple idea, in practice, turns out to be 
an illusion. 

There is a plethora of programs in 
the IBM world that directly read 
disks from almost every computer ex- 
cept Commodore. I have tried many 
ways of transferring files to my IBM 
clone. None of the easy solutions 
work well or simply. If speed is not 
of the essence, it seems there should 
be some BASIC or other program 
that could transfer files. If you know 
of some way not mentioned in this 
column, please advise me for future 
publication. 

I will describe ray trials and errors 
and final success. My expectation is 
that you will avoid the pitfalls I have 



faced and save yourself some trouble. 
First, a couple of words about file 
transfers between any two makes of 
computers. You will usually find it 
possible to transfer only ASCII text. 
ASCII is the common code chosen 

for alphanumeric characters. The 
ASCII standard gives each character 
and number a number. This means 
that an A typed on two brands of 
computers would have the same nu- 
meric code. This makes it possible to 
transfer TEXT files from one brand 
of computer to another. 

You may be able to transfer a 
PROGRAM file between an IBM 
and a Commodore 64 disk, but the 
program will not work. It will only 
work on the computer intended by 
the programmer. Text files are the 
only files that you can transfer suc- 
cessfully. You will be able to use any 
decent terminal program to transfer 
text files to your IBM clone. 

One day, my new IBM clone ar* 
rived at my house. I had several files 
that I had written on the Commodore 
64 in SpeedScript, Superscript and 
GEOwrite. I wanted to transfer 
them to the IBM clone. 

I tried the most logical and sim- 
plest way (to me) first. I connected 
the wires from the modem on one 
computer to the other. It quickly be- 
came clear that you need software 
that is compatible with both ma- 
chines, TheTc is no terminal pn> 
gram I know of that will work directly 
between a Commodore 64/128 and 
an IBM clone. To transfer files you 
have to dial a phone number from 
one modem and have another 
modem answer the ring. If you hook 
up one modem directly to another, 
there is no phone number to dial 

Marte Brengle states, The easiest 
way to transfer files is to send the 
files via modem from one computer 
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eluded in XXB/1-5 and the Genial 
TRAVelER. 

TI Faires, large or small, are al- 
ways an enjoyable experience. If all 
goes well, my own agenda for 1991 
includes the Northeast TI-99/4A 
Home Computer Faire (or "Boston 
Fayuh") on April 6 aw! the Multi 
User Group Conference (or "Lima 
Faire") on May 18 (contact the Lima 
User Group, P.O. Box 647, 
Venedocia, OH 45894 or phone Dave 
Szippi evenings at 419/228-710^, if 
there's still time to make this one!). 
If you missed these, you can start 
now to plan for the; Convention 
planned for Tkcoma, Washington this 
fall, the weekend of September 21 (I 
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understand that further information 

can be obtained by contacting Barb 

Wiederhold at 206/546-1865 or 
206/546-1205). 

One evidence of the TI being dive 
and well is the various TI conven* 
Tlons scheduled for this country and 
elsewhere (such as the Ottawa Faire 
in April 1991 that I was unable to at* 
tend). If you can attend any of the 
ones I do, be sure to say hello. If you 
can't make them, I'll try to give you 
reports of what took place in future 
issues of Computer Monthly. 

Keep reading, and keep writing 
(my address is 835 Green Valley 
Drive, Philadelphia, PA 19128; or 
phone 215/483-1379, as long as you 
don't phone collect!). Until next 
month then, keep on compuTIn'! 



to the other. On CompuServe there 
is a fde called M02MO.TXT in Li- 
brary 2 of CBMCOM that will show 
you how to do that. Just make sure 
your CBM program can send direct 
from disk (don't use a protocol to 
transfer text files)/ 

For some reason, this system 
never worked for me. Perhaps I 
didn't make sure all the cables are 
the proper ones and fit snugly onto 
their connections. I tried to hook up 
the two modems directly via an 
RS232 cable. I tried two different 
RS232 cables and neither worked. I 
experimented with some advice and 
help from Kent Sullivan of DEL who 
provided a null modem cable. I even 
swizzled a couple of pins. This is 
done by connecting both ends of a 
paper clip to different pin connec- 
tions on the end of the null modem 
terminal connector. This could easily 
fry your motherboard. Don't try this 
without expert advice. I still couldn't 
transfer files. Nothing worked, so 
far. 

Now we are progressing from the 
ridiculous to the sublime. Eventually, 
we may arrive at the most practical 
solution for you. 

The next obvious solution is to 

connect a line from the modem on 

the Commodore 64/128 to a phone 

line. Then connect a line from your 

phone system to your IBM clone. 

; The shortcomings of this idea soon 

become obvious. With one method 

1 you need two phone lines in your 

! house, with outlets for both next to 

; your computers. This is cumbersome 

and, for most of us, too expensive. 

My teenagers don*t even have their 

own phone lines. 

To inject a little humor, another 
method involving the phone system 
requires two different houses. You 
would need to find a friend with a 
Commodore 64/128. This isn't too 
difficult. Then, you would need to 
run over to your friend's house and 
load a terminal program into his 
computer. Then, you would rush 
back to your house and load your 
IBM clone with a terminal program 
and set it for auto-answer. 

After that, you run back to your 
; friend's house and dial your own 
I house's phone line. Then, you rush 
i back to your home and have your 
| IBM answer the phone and down- 
load the file(s). 

Another more serious option is to 

1 give your friend the files you want to 

i transfer with detailed instructions on 

| what you want to do. Perhaps your 

friends are more reliable than mine. 

I find this system too cumbersome to 

be practical. I am only including it 

here to be halfway humorous, 

A more practical and useful 
method is to transfer your text file(s) 



to a Bulletin Board System (BBS.) 
This might be your local neighbor 
hood BBS or a commercial BBS, 
such as CompuServe, G-Link or 
whatever. Then, you connect to your 
BBS with your Commodore 64/128 
and upload the file(s) you want trans- 
ferred tp your personal storage area. 

After you upload your file(s) you 
disconnect your Commodore. Then, 
hook up your IBM clone to the 
phone line, load your terminal pro- 
gram and download the file(s) from 
your BBS's personal file storage 
space. This works simply and welt 

Trick question... guess the down- 
falls of this idea. For us who are tight 
with our budgets, this method is ex- 
pensive. You have to pay for charges 
for the connect time for a commer- 
cial BBS. You also pay for long dis- 
tance charges if you don't have a 
local access number* Also, most 
neighborhood BBSs don't allow 
space for you to upload large files 
unless you are privileged to enter the 
inner sanctum at the highest level 

There is a program called the Big 
Blue Reader which reads IBM for* 
matted disks. You then convert the 
file to the C64/128 format. Or you 
can read a C64/128 format file and 
convert it into the MS-DOS format. 
According to Betty Clay on CIS, "Big 
Blue reader runs on both the 64 and 
the 128/ The essential element is 
that you need to use a 1571 disk 
drive. You have to format the IBM 
formatted disks on one side only. 
You do this by changing to your A; 
drive and formatting the floppy disk 
with the DOS command: 

FORMAT A:/l 

Converting from C64/128 to IBM 
is easy if you have an Amiga, You 
read the C64 files into your Amiga 
with the Disk-2-Disk software. Then 
send the files to an IBM disk using 
Dos-2-Dos software. The disadvan- 
tage is that you have to be able to af- 
ford a C64/128, an Amiga and an 
IBM clone... pretty heady stuff even 
for us dyed in the wool computer 
freaks. 

My friend, Harold Higgles, pro- 
vided the first workable solution for 
me. This solution requires a C128. 
We used a program from the Febru- 
ary 1988 Compute! magazine. On 
page 82 there was an article entitled 
•The 128/MS DOS Connection" by 

Ernest R. Hunter. I first formatted 
some disks in the IBM format on one 
side at described above. Then, I con- 
verted my C64 text files to ASCII. I 
then hand carried my IBM formatted 
disk* and my Commodore compati- 
ble disks with ASCII files on them to 
Harold's house. We used his C128 to 

SEE PAGE 91 * 



